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	HISTORY LEARNING JOURNEY – What were the greatest achievements of the Ancient Greeks?
	YEAR 4 Autumn Term
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	THEME OVERVIEW
	BUILDING ON PRIOR LEARNING
	PREPARING FOR FUTURE LEARNING
	KEY VOCABULARY

	The children will travel back in time to the land of one of the most interesting civilisations in history, Ancient Greece. The children will use their historical enquiry skills to firstly investigate where Greece is (independent Geography lesson for context), what the Ancient Greek civilisation was, how it was organised and who were the most important city-states.
This will then be followed by the children going into more depth about what the daily life of the Ancient Greek people was like, investigating how they worshipped, what they did for entertainment and their invention of one of the greatest sporting competitions ever, the Olympics!
	Chronologically, the Classical Golden Age of Ancient Greece follows on from the Greek Iron Age. Although the Greek Iron Age is not specifically what they have been taught in Year 3, they have learnt about the Iron Age in Britain so will be familiar with the developments that occurred during this period. This period of Ancient Greek history also occurs concurrently with events in Ancient Egypt which they learnt about in Year 3 and Ancient Rome which will be taught later on in Year 4. As such this is a perfect place to start to learn about which civilisations would have had contact and why.
	Later in the year, the children will go on to learn about the Roman civilisation, a civilisation which the Ancient Greeks had much contact with. There are also lots of parallels between the Ancient Greek civilisation and Roman one which can be explored for comparison and to find contrasts.
	Chronological Order
Concurrent Timeline
Historical source
Primary source
Secondary source
Archaeology
Artefact
CE/BCE
	Ancient Greece
Democracy
Olympian Gods
Empire
Alexander the Great
Legacy
War
Hoplite
Phalanx
Spartan Monarchy
Athenian Democracy
Olympic Games

	NC COVERAGE and SKILLS PROGRESSION
	SUGGESTED SEQUENCE OF KNOWLEDGE

	Pupils should be taught to: 
Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.
The legacy of Greek or Roman (art, architecture or literature) on later periods in British History, including the present day.

Chronology
· Can place events, artefacts and historical figures on a timeline using dates independently. 
· Begins to understand what a concurrent timeline is. 
Begins to understand how to use their understanding of a concurrent timeline to understand which civilisations would have had contact with each other. 
Source Investigation
· Begins to use the information they have about a source to help them understand/explain something that happened in history independently. 
· Begins to use both primary and secondary sources including archaeological sources independently. 
· Understands the importance of archaeology to understanding history. 
Historical Enquiry
· Can use historical sources to ask questions about the past and answer them independently. 
· Begins to use suitable sources to answer a historical enquiry question (independent).
· Can use research skills to find out facts about the time period studied.
· Begins to answer historical enquiry questions using chosen sources independently.
	Who were the Ancient Greeks?

Session 1 (1 hour): written, practical exploration, investigations, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, photographs

L.O. To be able to find and label the human and physical features of Greece. – make this more practical.
This is a standalone Geography lesson to provide geographical context for the Ancient Greeks.
· Know that physical characteristics in Geography are ones which were created naturally by the Earth.
· Know that human characteristics in Geography are ones which were created by humans.
· Know that Greece is made up of the mainland and lots of islands.
· Know that Athens is the capital of Greece.

Session 2 (1 hour): written, practical exploration, historical enquiries, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, photographs, sources
L.O. To be able to place historical events in chronological order. 
Task:
· Place timeline strips of periods of history covered so far and periods of history that will be covered or touched upon within this unit into chronological order in groups – take photographs of the groups work. Use this timeline to introduce the theme of concurrent timelines.
· -Place the events in Ancient Greek history on to a timeline of Ancient Greece (stick the history period timeline in book and cut/stick events on). 
Knowledge End Point:
· Know that the Ancient Greek civilisation occurred at the same times as other civilisations including Ancient Egypt and the Roman Empire.
Other Knowledge: 
· The Ancient Greek civilisation took place over so many years that it is broken down further into separate eras.
· We know so much about the Ancient Greeks because of archaeology. 
Historical Skill:
· Begins to understand what a concurrent timeline is. 
Begins to understand how to use their understanding of a concurrent timeline to understand which civilisations would have had contact with each other. 

Why were Athens and Sparta so different?

Session 3 (1 – 1.5 hours): written, practical exploration, historical enquiries, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, sources
L.O. To compare and contrast Athens and Sparta.
Task:
· Use the information texts/sources to separate facts about the Spartans and Athenians.
· Check understanding at the end by stating a fact and asking the children to move to the city state (side of the room/playground) that they think the statement belongs to. 
· Children are to create a shield which on one side has pictorial representations of Athenians and the other of Spartans.
Knowledge End Point:
· Know that Ancient Greece was divided up into city-states.
· Know that a city-state was a powerful city which ruled the lands around it and sometimes other smaller cities as well.
· Know that two of the most powerful city states were Athens and Sparta. 
Other Knowledge:
Role in the Ancient Greek World:
· Athens wanted to conquer more of the Greek world so that it had more land and therefore more power. 
· Sparta wanted to mostly separate itself from the Greek world. It considered itself the protector of the Greeks.
Role of women:
· In Athens, women had very few options and were expected to stay at home and maintain themselves, the children and the house.
· In Sparta, women would be trained in fighting and would help with running farms and managing slaves. They had more freedom than Athenian women as they were respected as the mothers of warriors. 
Government:
· Athens invented democracy in 508BCE and was a democratic city-state.
· Sparta used a combination of governing systems including democracy, oligarchy and monarchy.
Warfare:
· Athens had a strong navel force but had citizen soldiers who were not well trained or equipped.
· Sparta was a military society with a powerful army who were well equipped and well trained.
Education:
· Athenians boys received a good education at school in reading and writing.  They were encouraged to be creative and be good thinkers.
· Athenian girls stayed home but may have had a tutor to teach them to read and write if they were wealthy enough.
· Spartan children didn’t go to school. Boys trained from the age of 7 to be soldiers and girls also took part in the training so that they would produce strong children when they were older. 
Historical Skill:
· Begins to use the information they have about a source to help them understand/explain something that happened in history independently.
· Begins to use both primary and secondary sources including archaeological sources independently. 
· Understands the importance of archaeology to understanding history. 
· Begins to use suitable sources to answer a historical enquiry question (independent).
· Can use research skills to find out facts about the time period studied.

What was Alexander the Great’s impact on Ancient Greece?
Session 4 (1 – 1.5 hours): written, practical exploration, historical enquiries, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, sources
L.O. To investigate the impact of Alexander the Great.
Task:
· Children are to analyse the sources (put them on the big screen) – they need to discuss what they can see and then ask questions about the source to you in order to build up the picture of Alexander’s story. You can then bring his story together at the end using the images as a pictorial.
· Children are to create a comic strip of the story of Alexander the Great – each box should represent one stage of his story. 

Knowledge End Point:
· Know that Alexander the Great was important in Ancient Greek times as he united the city-states into one country within his empire.
Other Knowledge:
· Alexander’s empire was the largest of its kind at the time.
· Alexander the Great inherited a united but small Ancient Greek Empire from his father, King Philip II who took control of the city states after he defeated Athens and Thebes in 338 BCE.
· After securing the throne and getting all of Greece under his control, Alexander turned east to conquer more of the civilized world. He moved swiftly using his military genius to win battle after battle conquering many peoples and rapidly expanding the Greek empire.
· The order of Alexander’s conquests is:
· First he moved through Asia Minor and what is today Turkey.
· He took over Syria defeating the Persian Army at Issus and then laying siege to Tyre.
· Next, he conquered Egypt and established Alexandria as the capital.
· After Egypt came Babylonia and Persia, including the city of Susa.
· Then he moved through Persia and began to prepare for a campaign in India.
· At this point Alexander had accumulated one of the largest empires in history. However, his soldiers were ready to revolt. They wanted to return home to see their wives and children. Alexander agreed and his army turned back.

Historical Skills:
· Can use historical sources to ask questions about the past and answer them independently. 
· Begins to use the information they have about a source to help them understand/explain something that happened in history independently. 
· Begins to use both primary and secondary sources including archaeological sources independently. 
· Can use research skills to find out facts about the time period studied.

How did the Ancient Greeks win the Battle of Marathon?
Session 5 (1 – 1.5 hours): written, practical exploration, historical enquiries, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, photographs, sources
L.O. To understand why Athens won the Battle of Marathon
Task:
· Active Learning/Role Play to learn about hoplites/phalanx – introduce what a hoplite and phalanx are and then go outside to see how this worked practically.
· Tell the story of the Battle of Marathon orally through asking questions and answering questions about sources. 
· Use sources and factor cards to piece together as a group why they think the Greeks won the battle. 
Knowledge End Point:
· Know that the Ancient Greek armies were made up of hoplites who fought in a phalanx formation. 
Other Knowledge:
· Know that the Battle of Marathon took place between Athens and the Persians. 
· Know that the Athenians winning the Battle of Marathon was surprising because they were less powerful than the Persians. 
Historical Skills:
· Begins to use the information they have about a source to help them understand/explain something that happened in history independently. 
· Begins to use both primary and secondary sources including archaeological sources independently. 
· Understands the importance of archaeology to understanding history. 
· Begins to answer historical enquiry questions using chosen sources independently.
Autumn 2
What did the Ancient Greeks believe?
Session 6 (1 – 1.5 hours): written, practical exploration, historical enquiries, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, photographs, sources
L.O. To investigate historical sources.
L.O. To understand what the Ancient Greeks believed. 
Task:
· Active Learning/Outdoor learning - Identify the God or Goddess from the facts that are given about them – do this as a treasure hunt style activity on the bottom playground. 
· Top trumps cards – children create cards about the Gods and then play the game. 
Knowledge End Point:
· Know that the Ancient Greeks believed in multiple Gods and Goddesses and that these were known as the Olympian Gods. 
· Be able to name some of the Olympian Gods (Zeus, Hera, Apollo, Aphrodite, Hermes, Poseidon, Demeter, Athena, Artemis, Ares, Hephaestus, Hestia or Dionysus).
Other Knowledge:
· The Ancient Greeks believed that the twelve most important Gods and Goddesses (apart from Hades who live in the Underworld) lived on top of Mount Olympus. 
· The Ancient Greeks built temples and sanctuaries as places to worship their Gods and Goddesses.
· Religion was present in all aspects of life and the Ancient Greeks believed that the Gods were present, they could influence human affairs and that they welcomed and responded to acts of worship. 
· Gods became patrons of cities for example Aphrodite for Corinth and Athena for Athens. 
· The temple was the place where on special occasions; religion took on a more formal tone and was a place where Gods or Goddesses could be formally worshipped. These temples were considered sacred sites and ceremonies were carried out by priests and attendants. 
· Sanctuaries were places of religious pilgrimage. Sanctuaries were specific to a certain God or Goddess. Sanctuaries varied in size from smaller ones which contained only a shrine or alter to larger complexes. Athletic competitions also took place there on occasion.
Historical Skills:
· Can use historical sources to ask questions about the past and answer them independently. 
· Begins to use suitable sources to answer a historical enquiry question (independent).
· Can use research skills to find out facts about the time period studied.
· Begins to answer historical enquiry questions using chosen sources independently.

What did the Ancient Greeks do for entertainment?
Session 7 (1 – 1.5 hours): written, practical exploration, historical enquiries, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, photographs, sources
L.O. To compare and contrast the Ancient Olympic Games and the Modern Olympic Games. 
Task:
· Create statements/sources about the Ancient and Modern Olympic Games – use hoola hoops to create a practical venn diagram to separate the statements/sources into.
Knowledge End Point:
· Be able to name some similarities and differences between the ancient and modern games. 
Other Knowledge:
· The Olympic Games were the biggest sporting event in the Ancient Greek calendar however, the main event was not the sporting games themselves but a sacrifice – on the third day of the games, 100 oxen were burnt and sacrificed on the Alter of Zeus. 
· The first Olympic Games was held in 776 BCE. The games were held every 4 years and around 50,000 people from all over Greece came to watch them. 
· The games were a religious festival held in honour of Zeus, the King of the Gods. Visitors flocked to see the Temple of Zeus at the festivals site. 
· There were no gold, silver or bronze medals. Winners were given a wreath of leaves and a heroes welcome back home. Athletes competed for the glory of their cities and winners were seen as being touched by the Gods.
· Before the games began, messengers were sent out to announce a sacred truce or ‘peace’ between the warring City-States. 
· Sports events included: pentathlon, running, jumping, discus, boxing, wrestling and equestrian events.
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Compare to the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. 
Historical Skills:
· Begins to use the information they have about a source to help them understand/explain something that happened in history independently. 
· Begins to use both primary and secondary sources including archaeological sources independently. 
· Can use historical sources to ask questions about the past and answer them independently. 
· Begins to use suitable sources to answer a historical enquiry question (independent).
· Can use research skills to find out facts about the time period studied.
· Begins to answer historical enquiry questions using chosen sources independently.

What were the greatest achievements of the Ancient Greeks?
Session 8 (1 hour): written, practical exploration, historical enquiries, group work, play based learning, oracy, outdoor learning, active learning, photographs, sources
L.O. To understand the greatest achievements of the Ancient Greeks.
Task:
· Children are to take it in turns to take out an image from the box, they then need to look at the image and discuss whether it is or is not a legacy of the Ancient Greeks. They can do this portion of the lesson as groups and then class feedback.
· Children are to look at the list of legacies of the Ancient Greeks and decide which they think is the greatest and why – discuss as a group in a circle time activity. 
Knowledge End Point:
· Know that historically, the term legacy means an idea, object or invention which is inherited from the past and used today.
· Be able to name some of the seven legacies that the Ancient Greeks left for future generations:
· Government – Democracy was invented in Athens and is still used today by many of the world’s governments.
· Philosophy – Some of history’s greatest philosophers were from Ancient Greece including Plato and Socrates. Today, philosophers still study what these people said and wrote and much of Western philosophy is based on their teachings.
· Theatre – The Ancient Greeks invented drama. Lots of Ancient Greek concepts are still used today in our theatres.
· Architecture – Lots of Ancient Greek architectural styles are still used today in our buildings, most frequently seen as columns.
· Science and Technology – Lots of their mathematical theories and ideas are still used today such as the Pythagorean theorem. 
· Sports – The Olympics was invented by the Ancient Greeks and the modern equivalent still happens every four years now.
· Art – Ancient Greek art has heavily influenced lots of modern art and their style can be seen today. 

There could potentially be one lesson available for the children to choose something for you to focus on such as philosophy, science/maths, theatre.

	CONNECTIONS/DEEPENING IN OTHER AREAS OF THE CURRIULUM
	END POINT

	Geography skills to be developed:
· Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography.
· Describe and understand key aspects of human geography.
· Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.
	By the end of this unit most children will know:
· Alexander the Great expanded the newly unified Greece creating the Ancient Greek Empire.
· Before Alexander the Great and his father, Philip II, the Ancient Greek world was separated into City-States. City-States had one major city with its own government but sometimes would also rule other smaller cities.
· The Ancient Greek Civilisation came into contact with the Ancient Egyptians, the Roman Empire and the Persian Empire.
· Athens and Sparta were often rivals and had very different government systems and ways of life.
· The Ancient Greeks believed in multiple Gods and Goddesses and that they were responsible for lots of things in everyday life. The twelve main Gods and Goddesses were called the Olympian Gods.
· The Olympic Games were invented in 776BCE and were originally a religious festival. Competitors competed naked and were given wreaths and great wealth/fame when they won. Events included wrestling, chariot racing and marathon running.
· Know that a legacy is an idea, object or invention which is inherited from the past. 
· Many things contribute to the legacy of the Ancient Greeks including the alphabet, theatre, The Olympic Games, democracy, architecture etc.
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